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[s perusing lately the pages of that delightful and most heavenly- 
minded writer, Archbishop Leighton, I met with the following re- 
marks on I Pet. ii. 25. ‘* For ye were as sheep going astray, but 
are now returned to the shepherd and bishop of your souls.” 

On the words “ ye are returned,” he observes : ‘ But think not it 
is by their own knowledge and skill, that they discover their errour, 
and find out the right path, or that by their own strength they return 
into it. No, if we would contest grammaticisms, the word here is pas- 
sive: ye are returned, reduced or caused to return, But this truth hangs 
noton so weak notions as are often used either for or against it, &c.” 

In comparing with this passage of Leighton, a sermon of the cele- 
brated Robert Walker of Edinburgh, on the same text, I was sur- 
prised to find the same remark, which probably he borrowed from 
Leighton, without examining into the soundness of the criticism. The 
words of Walker are as follows : ** Sheep, of all other creatures, dis- 
cover least sagacity in finding the way back to the place from whence 
they strayed ; so that in them we likewise behold a proper and most 
descriptive emblem of man’s helpless and impotent state by nature, 
and of his utter inability, by any efforts of his own, to regain his pri- 
meval happiness and glory. ‘That the apostle intended to convey 
this idea, is more probable, from the form of his expression in the 
latter part of the verse, where, speaking of the recovery of wandering 
sinners, he doth not say, ‘ Ye have returned,’ as if, by their own sa- 
gacity they had discovered their errour, and then rectified it by the 
activity of their own natural powers. But it deserves our notice, 
that he puts the word into the passive voice, * ye are returned ;’ that is 
converted, or caused to return as the same word is elsewhere rendered.”’ 

1 do not mean to call in question the correctness of the doctrine 
contained in these extracts, for it is the same which is expressed in 
our 10th article. ‘* The condition of man, after the tall of Adam, is 
such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural 
strength and good works, to faith and calling upon God: wherefore 
we have no power to do good works pleasant. and acceptable to God 
without the grace of God by Christ preventing us [i. e. going before 


us] that we may have a good will, and working with us when we 
} 7 


have that good will. 

My object is to show that the criticism on the original word is un- 
sound, and will not support the deductions made from it. It is well 
10 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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known to those who are conversant with the Greek language, that seve- 
ral tenses of the passive verb are often used ina middle sense. The 
aorist tenses particularly, are susceptible of that sense. Not to ac- 
cumulate authorities on this subject, let it suffice to quote the words 
of the late eminent Prof. Dalzel. ‘* Observandum est, multa apud 
Grecos esse verba quorum aor. 2. (et etiam aor. 1.) passivum usur- 
paturin sensu medio,”* 

That the usage of the Hellenistick writers agrees, in this respect, with 
that of the classick authors, might be easily proved by abundant quota- 
tions from the Septuagint and the Greek Testament. A few exam- 
ples from the latter I shall here adduce. 

The original word in the passage of St. Peter under consideration 
is exiseaPurs, which, say the criticks above named, means not, ‘* ye 
have returned,” but “ ye are returned,” the tense being passive. Let 
us see whether the same word is not used in other places, without any 
reference to the agency of another, on the persons turning, 

In Matt. ix. 22, Mark v. 30, and viii. 33, we find emipeaPess, the 
participle of this same tense, applied to the simple act of Jesus’s 
turning himself round: ¢ Incous exisgaPers. When Jesus having turned 
round. Here it wil! not be pretended that there is any intimation of 
his having been turned by another. 

In John xxi. 20 the same participle is applied to Peter’s turning 
himself round to observe the other disciple following; and it is there 
rendered in our common version; ‘ Then Peter turning about, seeth 
the disciple, whom Jesus loved. following.” 

In Jobn xii. 40, the verb emigenPwrs 18 indeed rendered by 
our translators passively: ‘lest they should be converted ;’’ but that 
itis here meant in a middle sense, and would be better rendered 
‘‘ lest they should turn themselves,” is evident from this, that in the 
passage of Isaiah here quoted by the Apostle, the Lxx. use the active 
verb sxisee~wo: and so do the evangelists, Matthew and Mark, 
in quoting the passage. 

There is but one other place, Matt. x. 13, in the New Testament, 
where the verb under discussion is used in the passive voice, and 
there it rather corroborates than contradicts what has been said. 

To all this it may be added, that Beza and Campbell, both emi- 
nent criticks, and both Calvinists, render the tense of the verb used by 
St. Peter in a middle sense. 6eza’s translation of John xii. 40, is, ne 
sese convertant, The place of St. Peter, where Leighton insists on the 
passive interpretation of exseaPyre, he renders convertistis vos. 
The Geneva professor did not allow his creed to disguise from him 
the just force of the verb in these passages, which perhaps is more 
than can be said of him when he rendered the word wagawerevtas in 
Heb. vi. 6, st prolabantur, instead of prolapsi sint ; which probably gave 
occasion to our common version, * if they shall fall away,” instead of 
* and huve fallen away,” which the tenour of the sentence evidently re- 


* It is to be observed, that there are, in the Greek language many verbs, 
whose 2d aorist (and also Ist aorist) passive, is used in the middle sense.”’ 
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commends. If these remarks should be deemed ot little importance 
as to the determination of the sense of the word examined, | hope 
they may at least furnish two useful hints. 1. How dangerous it is 
to rest important doctrines on the grammatical construction of a sin- 
gle passage, and 2. How errour is propagated by one author’s copy- 
ing from another, without himself examining into the merits of what 
he borrows. CAROLINIENSIS. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Since reading the remarks of one of your correspondents upon the or- 
thograpby of the word diocese, | have been led to a more particular 
examination of that subject. The word appears to be derived direcct 
ly from the Greek diesmoss ; and the change in the termination is such 
as we find very common in bringing words trom the Greek language 
into ourown. The words paraphruse, eclipse, apocalypse, base, &c , 
are derived in the same manner, from words of the same termination. 
The practice, which is gaining ground in our country, of speliing this 
word dtocess, when no other word of the same class is terminated in 
that way, appears te be erroneous, and, I think, ought to be discoun- 
tenanced. Indeed, the derivative word diocesan very strongly implies, 
that its primitive should be written diocese, 
ANaALocy. 
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SERMON.—No. XXXII. 


Mark xvi. 16.—He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believcth not shali be damned. 


Previousxy to the time of our Lord’s coming upon earth, the provileges 
of the gospel covenant were confined to the Jews. ‘ To them only 
pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the prce 
mises.” None but Jews, and such other people as would submit to 
be naturalized ito the same nation, might be adopted into the gra- 
cious covenant. Jerusalem was the seat of true religion ; Mount 
Zion was the gospel church ; and into this church people were ad- 
mitted by the sacred ordinance of circumcision. But the fulness of 
the time at length arrived, when the covenant was to be divested of 
its worldly appendages, exhibited in a new form, and extended to 
other nations. The time had come, when * Israel was to blossom 
and bud, that it might fill the face of the world with fruit.” Isa. xxvii, 
The time had come, when “ the Gentiles should come to its light, 
and kings to the brightness of its rising ; when the abundance of the 
sea should be converted wnto it, and the forces of the Gentiles shou'd 
come unto it. Its despisers should bow down to it, and call it the 
city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.” Isa. lx, This 
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Zion, this city of the Lord, is the gospel church, the gospel covenant, 
which was confirmed in Christ with Abraham, Gal. iii. 17, and ex- 
isted long among the Jews, but was now to be extended to other na- 
tions, The gospel had been preached in the world before; and it 
was only by faith in it that any could be justified. It was preached 
to our first parents immediately after the fall. It was preached to 
Abraham, Gal. iii. 3. It was preached to Israel in the wilderness, 
Heb. iv. 2, and by all the prophets from the least unto the greatest. 
But now it was to be more extensively promulgated; the holy 
church was to break forth on the right band and on the left, and its 
seed was to inherit the Gentiles. Isa. liv. 3. Ayreeably to these de- 
clarations, our Lord, after his resurrection, commissioned and com- 
manded his apostles, ** Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

The substance of the gospel is the saine now, as it was under the 
old dispensation. It consists of inward dispositions and outward or- 
dinances. Outward circumcision and inward circumcision were re- 
quired among the Jews; outward baptism .and mward baptism are 
required of us, Or, what implies the same thing, faith and baptism 
are required. 

It bas been considerably questioned, in our days, which of these two 
things must be obtained first? Our Lord, in the text, first mentions 
the inward work, then the outward ordinance, But, on another occa- 
sion, he mentions the outward ordinance first ; ** born of water and 
of the Spirit.” And sodoes St. Paul to Titus; “ the washing of re- 
generation and renewing cf the Holy Ghost.” And so likewise the 
prophet Ezekiel, if it be admitted that he is speaking on this subject ; 
*¢] will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; a 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will 1 put within 
you.” In fact, if the expression in the text be critically examined, it 
will carry the same idea. ‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized.” 
The word believeth is in the present tense, and denotes a thing now 
present. Whereas the word baptized is in the past tense, and repre. 
sents a thing perfectly past and completed. The Greek word here 
used is in the past tense, and might as well be rendered, “ hath been 
baptized.”’ So that every person, who now believes and has ever 
been baptized, comes within the promise inthe text. ‘He that be- 
lieveth and hath been baptized, shall be saved.” And this construc- 
tion of the text is countenanced by the practice of every denomina- 
tion within my acquaintance. If aman has once come forward, and 
professed his faith, and received baptism ; and some years alter he 
comes and professes a new experience, and declares that his former 
experience was nothing, 1 know of no sect of people that require 
him to be baptized again. His former baptism is admitted to 
be sufficient, even though he declares that at the time he received it 
he was not a true believer. We may then safely conclude, and it cate 
not be consistently contradicted, that it is of no consequence which is 
first, the outward ordinance or the inward work, provided both of 
them are regularly performed. We will then consider these two sub- 
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jects distinctly by themselves, the outward ordinance and the inward 


work. 


I. In order to constitute a regular baptism three things appear to 
be necessary ; a regular officer to adminisier it, the element of water, 
and the name of the trinity. 

1. First, there must be a regular officer to administer it. If a 
man should perform the ordinance upon himself, it weuld not be a 
regular ordinance. Or, if he should get some good neighbour to do 
it for him, it would be no better. Or, if a number of men should col- 
lect together, and form a religious society, and ordain one of their 
number to administer ordinances for them, and he should ordain 
others, and this ministry should go on through twenty or a hundred 
hands, it would be no better at last, than it was at first. 

Baptism is the ceremony, by which people are initiated into the 
Christian covenant. And therefore it must be performed by an offi- 
cer of the covenant, or it is not regular. When our Lord came upon 
earth and visited his church; visited that vineyard which had long 
betore been planted and let out to Jewish husbandmen, he found that 
they were unfaithful. Accordingly be took the vineyard from them, 
and gave it to others. He rejected the tribe of Levi, and ap pointed 
anew priesthood. With this ministry, in regular succession, the 
covenant has come down from that day to the present; and our Lord 
has promised to be with it to the end of the world. 

In order, then, to have a regular baptism, it must be performed by 
this ministry, and must initiate people into this covenant, which was 
constituted by Christ himseli. I may be charged with bigotry for 
saying these things ; but people may be assured, that I say them 
conscientiously ; and therefore they must excuse me. In the first 
ages afler Christ the matter was universally understood in this way. 
For more than fourteen hundred years there was no sect of Christians, 
as lar as can be found, that presumed to deviate from this principle. 
More than nine tenths of the professed Christians in the world at this 
day, appear to be regularly descended from the primitive church ; 
and we may rest assured, that the old institution will continue ull 
the final consummation of all things. Yes, my brethren, it will con- 
tinue, and prosper, and prevail. Wherever it is now corrupted by 
superstition or false doctrine, it will be purified ; it will be united in 
faith and holiness, and then will spread over the whole earth. 

2. Secondly ; in order to constitute a regular baptism, the element 
of water must be used. ‘The word baptizo is a Greek word; and we 
have no word in our Janguage, which exactly corresponds to its 
meaning. ‘The word wash comes the nearest to it of any ; and there- 
fore it is translated by the word wash in many passages of the New 
Testament. Some bave confidently maintained that it means dip. 
But I cannot discover a single instance, where it is so translated. 
And there are many instances, where that cannot rationally be the 
meaning. Some have pretended to ascertain the mode from an ex- 
pression of St. Paul; ‘* buried in baptism,” Rom. vi. 4, But that 
expression has nothing to do with the subject. If the apostle there 
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means a burial of the body, he must mean also a death of the body 
and a resurrection of the body ; so that we may reasonably conclude, 
the word has no allusion to the question. All the other evidences 
that can be adduced, leave the matter still uncertain ; of course it is 
plain that we have no right to bind people’s consciences in the case, 
but should let them use their own judgment. and choose their own way. 
If one prefers much water, let him be indulged ; if another is satisfied 
with little, let him not be refused. We have no more right to re- 
quire a great quantity in baptism, than to require a full meal at the 
Lord’s supper. At any rate, this question could never be a sufficient 
cause for separating tbe Christian community, or setting up a church 
and ministry distinct from the apustolick succession. 

3. But, thirdly, we observe in few words, that baptism must be 
done in the name of the trinity. Unless done in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, it is not a valid Christian 
ordinance. For this reason, as well as others, we may conclude, that 
the baptism of John was not Christian baptism. It was not done in the 
name of the trinity. Itis true, John taught his discipies that a Sa- 
viour was coming ; but he did not teach Jesus by name, nor baptize in 
his name, nor in the name ot the Holy Ghost. Nor was he one of the 
ministers commissioned and sent out under the new dispensation of 
the gospel. He went out some time before ; and he closed bis miuis- 
try soon after Jesus entered upon his. As he was then only a fore- 
runner to prepare the way, and not a disciple of Chitst, and did not 
baptize in the name of the trinity; and as some of his disciples, 
when they met with the apostles, were baptized again, Acts xix. 5, 
we may conclude, without hesitation, that he did not pertorm Chris- 
tian baptism. 

Thus we have seen, that three things are necessary. to constitute 
a regular baptism; a regular officer to administer it, the element of 
water, and the name of the trinity. How ar all these may be es- 
sential, | have not pretended to say. It any one has received baptism 
from an unauthorized person, and feels satisfied witb it, | presume we 
have no right to exclude hia from communion on account of the de- 
fect. Many such cases have happened in different ages ; and though 
the Church has generally considered them to be irregular, yet she has 
not absolutely declared them to be invalid. 

Ii, Having thus far spoken of the outward ordinance mentioned in 
the text, we will treat now of the internal work. This is of the most 
importance, and deserves our most earnest attention. The promise in 
the text is only to those, who believe and are baptized. At the same 
time, it is to be observed, that the latter part of the text does not rep- 
resent the outward ordinance to be absolutely necessary But the in- 
ternal exercise is essential, There can be no salvation without it. 
«+ He that believeth not shall be damned.” ‘* He that believeth not is 
condemned already ; and the wrath of God abideth on him” But it 
will be inquired, ‘* Is there no salvation for the heathen, who never 
heard ofa Saviour?” Yes, indeed, thanks to the mercy of God, there 
may be salvation for them ; but it must be in the same way. It must 
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be by means of real repentance, and a real change of heart. And 
though they cannot call upon Christ by name, they must have the 
same disposition ; real penitence for sin, an humble trust in the mercy 
of God, and a fervent love to bis holy name. They must have the 
substance if not the form, of Christian faith. Those of us, who have 
heard the name of Christ, must have the sudstance, and the form like- 
wise. We must not only believe that Jesus is a Saviour; must not 
only believe with the understanding, but also with the heart, and must 
have that faith that works by love. ‘The faith required of us is a 
faith that unites the soul to Jesus Christ, so as to receive of his fulness 


grace for grace; not only the pardon of sin, but grace upon grace, to 


purify the soul and strengthen it for the Christian life. In order to 
this, we must have a deep sense of our depravity and guilt. We 
must, in some measure, be sensible of the purity of the Divine law, 
the impurity of our hearts, and eur many and grievous trans- 
gressions. We must feel that we are ‘ far gone from original righ- 
teousness, and of our own nature inclined to evil.” Being ** wretched, 
and poor, and miserable, and blind, and naked,” we must be sensible 
what is our condition; must be convicted of our lost situation, and 
mourn and lament for our sins. We must be convinced of our disor- 
der, or we shall not seek for a cure; must feel that we are sinners, or 
we shall not seek for pardon; must see that we are perishing sinners, 
perishing in-guilt and corruption, or we shall not fly to Jesus, tor 
mercy, and grace, and salvation. In fine, we must renounce all seif- 
dependence, and put our whole trust in the righteousness and strength 
of the Redeemer. 

1 know our Church is charged with teaching that men are to 
be justified by their own works. But the charge is utterly ground- 
less. One of our articles says, ‘*‘ We are accounted righteous 
before God only for the merit of our Lord Jesus Christ, and not for 
our own works or deservings.”” At the communion, we declare, upon 
our bended knees, that ** we do not presume to come trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in God's manifold and great mercies,” 
And tbe same doctrine is taught through the whole of our service. 
Let our people then acknowledge and experience the sacred and 
evangelical principles of our own Church. Let them experience 
that conviction, and repentance, and conversion, and faith, which 
are eXpressly taught us whenever we assemble for publick wor- 
ship. These exercises they are to consider as absolutely necessary. 
Except they repent and are converted, their sins will not be blotted 
out; except they repent and believe the gospel, they cannot be 
saved. They must turn and be ** purged from their old sins ;” must be 
‘** renewed in the spirit of their minds ;” must “cast off the works 
of darkness, and put on the armour of light ;” must become dead 
and buried unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus Christ. And all 
this must be done through the power of grace. It is the Holy Spirit 
that must convict the’sinner, humble his heart, lead him to the Sa- 
viour, and infuse into his soul the hopes and consolations of the gos- 
pel. So that salvation is wholly of grace: it is grace that takes the 
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means a burial of the body, he must mean also a death of the body 
and a resurrection of the body ; so that we may reasonably conclude, 
the word has no allusion to the question. All the other evidences 
that can be adduced, leave the matter still uncertain ; of course it is 
plain that we have no right to bind people’s consciences in the case, 
but should let them use their own judgment. and choose their own way. 
If one prefers much water, let him be indulged ; if another is satisfied 
with little, let him not be refused. We have no more right to re- 
quire a great quantity in baptism, than to require a full meal at the 
Lord’s supper. At any rate, this question could never be a sufficient 
cause for separating the Christian community, or setting up a church 
and ministry distinct from the apustolick succession. 

3. But, thirdly, we observe in few words, that baptism must be 
done in the name of the trinity. Unless done in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, it is not a valid Christian 
ordinance. For this reason, as well as others, we may conclude, that 
the baptism of John was not Christian baptism. It was not done in the 
name of the trinity. It is true, John taught his discipies that a Sa- 
viour was coming ; but he did not teach Jesus by name, nor baptize in 
his name, nor in the name ot the Holy Ghost. Nor was he one of the 
ministers commissioned and sent out under the new dispensation of 
tbe gospel. He went out some time before ; and he closed bis minis- 
try soon after Jesus entered upon his. As he was then only a tore- 
runner to prepare the way, and not a disciple of Christ, and did not 
baptize in the name of the trinity; and as some of his disciples, 
when they met with the apostles, were baptized again, Acts xix. 5, 
we may conclude, without hesitation, that he did not pertorm Chris- 
tian baptism. 

Thus we have seen, that three things are necessary. to constitute 
a regular baptism; a regular officer to administer it, the element of 
water, and the name of the trinity. How ar all these may be es- 
sential, | have not pretended to say. If any one has received baptism 
from an unauthorized person, and feels satisfied with it, | presume we 
have no right to exclude him from communion on account of the de- 
fect. Many such cases have happened in different ages ; and though 
the Church has generally considered them to be irregular, yet she has 
not absolutely declared them to be invalid, 

If, Having thus far spoken of the outward ordinance mentioned in 
the text, we will treat now of the internal work. ‘This is of the most 
importance, and deserves our most earnest attention. The promise in 
the text is only to those, who believe and are baptized. At the same 
time, it is to be observed, that the latter part of the text does not rep- 
resent the outward ordinance to be absolutely necessary But the in- 
ternal exercise is essential, ‘There can be no salvation without it. 
«+ He that believeth not shail be damned.” ‘* He that believeth not is 
condemned already ; and the wrath of God abideth on him” But it 
will be inquired, ‘* Is there no salvation for the beathen, who never 
heard ofa Saviour?’ Yes, indeed, thanks to the mercy of God, there 
may be salvation for them ; but it must be in the same way. It must 
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be by means of real repentance, and a real change of heart. And 
though they cannot call upon Christ by name, they must have the 
same disposition ; real penitence for sin, an humble trust in the mercy 
of God, and a fervent love to bis holy name. They must have the 
substance if not the form, of Christian faith. Those of us, who have 
heard the name of Christ, must have the sudstance, and the form like- 
wise. We must not only believe that Jesus is a Saviour; must not 
only believe with the understanding, but also with the heart, and must 
have that faith that works by love. The faith required of us is a 
faith that unites the soul to Jesus Christ, so as to receive of his fulness 
grace for grace; not only the pardon of sin, but grace upon grace, to 
purify the soul and strengthen it for the Christian life. In order to 
this, we must have a deep sense of our depravity and guilt. We 
must, in some measure, be sensible of the purity of the Divine law, 
the impurity of our hearts, and our many and grievous trans- 
gressions. We must feel that we are ‘ far gone from original righ- 
teousness, and of our own nature inclined to evil.” Being ** wretched, 
and poor, and miserable, and blind, and naked,” we must be sensible 
what is our condition; must be convicted of our lost situation, and 
mourn and lament for our sins. We must be convinced of our disor- 
der, or we shall not seek for a cure; must feel that we are sinners, or 
we shall not seek for pardon; must see that we are perishing sinners, 
perishing if guilt and corruption, or we shall not fly to Jesus, for 
mercy, and grace, and salvation. In fine, we must renounce all seit- 
dependence, and put our whole trust in the righteousness and strength 
of the Redeemer. 

1 know our Church is charged with teaching that men are to 
be justified by their own works. But the charge is utterly ground- 
less. One of our articles says, ‘*‘ We are accounted righteous 
before God only for the merit of our Lord Jesus Christ, and not for 
our own works or deservings.”” At the communion, we declare, upon 
our bended knees, that ‘* we do not presume to come trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in God's manifold and great mercies,” 
And tbe same doctrine is taught through the whole of our service. 
Let our people then acknowledge and experience the sacred and 
evangelical principles of our own Church. Let them experience 
that conviction, and repentance, and conversion, and faith, which 
are eXpressly taught us whenever we assemble for publick wor- 
ship. ‘These exercises they are to consider as absolutely necessary. 
Except they repent and are converted, their sins will not be blotted 
out; except they repent and believe the gospel, they cannot be 
saved. ‘They must turn and be ** purged from their old sins ;*? must be 
‘* renewed in the spirit of their minds ;” must ‘‘ cast off the works 
of darkness, and put on the armour of light ;” must become dead 
and buried unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus Christ. And all 
this must be done through the power of grace. It is the Holy Spirit 
that must convict the sinner, humble his heart, lead him to the Sa- 
viour, and infuse into his soul the hopes and consolations of the gos- 
pel. So that salvation is wholly of grace: it is grace that takes the 
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sinner by the hand, and leads him every step, from the death of sin 
to eternal life. Still, we must not expect that the work will be per- 
formed without the use of means. While we sit careless and stupid, 
our salvation will not be effected. None must expect, that the Holy 
Spirit will renew their bearts, unless they submit to its operations. 
It occasionally strives with them, moves their feelings, convicts them 
5 of sin, opens to them the danger of their condition and the importance 

of an interest in the Saviour. But while they obstinately resist and 
oppose its influence, their souls will not be converted. They must 
submit to its operations, and give themselves up to its power, or their 
| hearts will not be renewed, nor their souls saved in the day of the 
) Lord. There is room then for the most urgent and pressing ex- 

hortations. 

The matter, in one respect, depends upon people’s own wills. It 
depends upon them to decide, whether they will come to Jesus and 
have life, or remain in their sins, and suffer the consequences. God 
has set before them life and death ; and happy are those that choose 
life. Butif they love the ways of death, they may have their choice ; 
if they love darkness rather than light, the abodes of darkness will be 
their final allotment. ‘They shall be banished to regions of darkness, 
and doleful shades, where peace and rest can never come. Will not 
my friends antl hearers then be entreated? Will they pass away 
their time, year afler year, without examining into their situation, 
and ascertaining whetber they have any interest in the great blessings 
of the gospel? Will they pass away their time in false security, 
careless and thoughtless about things of eternal importance? Do 

H| they expect that religion will save them when they have not submit- 
ted to its influence? Surely they cannot be so unreasonable. They 
cannot imagine, that the ark will save them from the dreadful deluge, 
unless they enter into it in season. Why, then, do they go on, stu- 
| pid and heedless, while the gathering storm is just ready to burst upon 
their devoted heads ? ‘They stand constantly upon the brink of 
eternity, frail nature giving way under them, and floods of divine in- 
dignation rolling beneath their feet. The gospel is calling them to 
| escape—to escape for their lives—lest they be consumed in the de- 
i | struction of the wicked. The gospel repeats the call: but it bas ; 
sounded in their ears so long, that it does not excite their attention. 4 
| Perhaps if there was something new, they would listen: but shall we ‘ 
say any thing new, while the old call is disregarded? If your house | 

i was on fire, over your head, and you knew jt not, would you excuse 

i) your friend, if he neglected to give you the alarm ? If you happened 

H | not to observe him, must he not repeat the warning? If you still 

continued negligent, must he not repeat it again and again, as long as 

there is any way to escape ? 

Excuse, then, the plainness of the exhortation, and the earnestness 
of the call. Do but for a moment consider the danger of neglecting q 
the great salvation. . “ He that believeth not shall be damned.” He | 
shall « depart, accursed, into everlasting fire."” He shall be banished 
from the Divine presence ; hell shall be the place of his abode, fiends 4 
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his companions, and an accusing conscience his inward tormentor. 
And is this prospect pleasing to his view? If it is, let him go on 
in sin. Let him pursue his ungodly ways. Let him “ walk in the 
way of his heart and in the sight of his eyes.” But let him ‘ know, 
that for all these things God will bring bim into judgment.” Let 
him know, that these things will soon be present. Yet a little while 
and we shall all be removed to our final allotment. A few more turns, 
and we must quit the present scene. And we are not sure of another 
day. Already the destroying angel may have lifted his hand to cut 
us off from the land of the living. How then can any one spend his 
remaining moments in a careless disregard of the things that belong 
to his peace! When so much is at stake, and to be decided in so 
short a time, how can he rest in indolence and sloth! How can 
he remain calm and composed, while he is sinking, by the weight 
of his sins, to eternal wo! And all this time the Saviour is call- 
ing us to repent of our sins, and come to him for mercy. He 
is interceding for us at the throne of grace, pleading his own merits 
in our behalf, making bare his holy arm to avert the threatened 
vengeance, and entreating for further respite, that peradventure 
we may come to repentance. The Spirit also is making intercession 
for us, pleading with the Father, and pleading with us, knocking at 
the door of cur hearts, that it may be permitted to enter in and make 
its abode with us. 

And shall all these means be unavailing? While heaven and 
earth are calling; while the whole trinity, in mysterious unison, is 
using its divine influence ; while saints and angels are stooping from 
their heavenly thrones with earnest sclicitude for our good; while 
hell is sounding an awful alarm, and our own wretched condition 
pleads with unutterable groans :+shall we shut our ears against all 
these calls ? Shall we despise our own mercies? Shall we seal our 
eternal ruin? No, my friends, let me not imagine, that such will be 
the case with any of you; that any of you will be so presumptuous, 
so regardless of the favour of God, and of your eternal welfare. I 
have my fears; but hope supports my spirits. I cannot but hope, 
that many, who now live in sin, estranged from the ways of holiness, 
will yet see their guilt and danger, and come and be reconciled to 
God. May I not hope, my friends? May I not be assured, that 
many, who are now negligent, will yet give their minds to the subject, 
will embrace the holy faith, exhibit the power of godliness in their 
lives, and finally receive a rich and glorious blessing in another 
world? TF trust in God, that, through the merits of his Son, and 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, he will yet turn many from darkness 
to light, and from the power of satan unto God, that they may obtain 
remission of their sins, and inheritance among the saints; and all the 
glory shall be ascribed to the sacred trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, both now and for ever. Amen, 

11 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL, IV. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


Tue following Address on Confirmation is from the pen of the Rev. J. 
W. Cunningham, the celebrated author of the World without Souls, 
the Velvet Cushion, and a volume of Sermons, recently published. 
The author, in his preface, gives the following reason for its publi- 
cation. 

The only reason for which the author has thought it right to add this 
very simple tract to the many more copious and striking addresses on the 
subject of Confirmation, is this, that he has not seen any one which appeared 
to him suffic ently easy for young persons The object which he has here 
particularly in view, is that of endeavouring to remedy this, as he humbly 
concetves, too general defect of writings meant for the rising generation. 

May it please God to bless this and every attempt to promote His glory 
and the salvation of sinners ! 


ADDRESS ON CONFIRMATION. 


My young friends, as notice has been given of a general ‘* Con- 


JSirmation” in this place, it is my duty and my wish to use every 


means, in dependence upon Divine assistance, of calling your 
attention to this solemn ordinance. I know, that if I neglect to ex- 
plain its nature and its importance to you, | must answer for that 
neglect at the day of judgment. I know, also, that if you neglect 
either to come to it, or to come to it in a proper manner, that neglect 
may cost you your precious souls. Thus you and [are alike awfully 
concerned in what [am about tusay ; and I both earnestly beg your 
attention to the subject, and the blessing of Almighty God upon my 
humble endeavours to explain it. 

There are three subjects which I wish to consider. 

I. What Confirmation is. 

Il. The Reasons for coming to Confirmation. 

lil. The right Preparation for it. 

I, In the first place, 1 am to consider wHaT ConFIRMATION Is. 

*¢ Confirmation,” then, is simply this: ** the publickly taking upon 
ourselves the vows made for us by our sponsors in our baptism.” 
These vows we take upon ourselves in the presence of the bishop, 
who hears, and ** confirms” them by laying his hands upon our heads, 
by praying for us, and pronouncing his blessing upon us. 

If you ask then what is the meaning of the word ‘ Confirmation,” 
and why it is applied to this particular ordinance: I answer, 

The meaning of the word to “ confirm” is, to “ strengthen”’ or ‘ es- 
tablish.’’ And it is applied to this act of solemnly and publickly bind- 
ing ourselves to serve God, for three reasons. 

First, We hope that such an act of publick dedication of ourselves 
to God may, in itself, by leading us to thought, self-examination, 
reading of the scriptures, deep meditation upon our sins, upon the 
goodness of God, upon the love of Christ, upon the necessity of ho- 
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liness, assist in strengthening, or ‘‘ confirming,” our desires and reso- 
lutions to serve God and ** work out our salvation.’ 

Secondly, We hope to have our religion * strengthened,” or ** con- 
firmed,” by the blessing of Almighty God upon the prayer and bene- 
diction of the bishop, and by his laying his hands upon us according to 
the appointment of God. 

Thirdly, We especially hope to be thus ‘ strengthened,”’ or 
‘* confirmed,” by the gift of God’s Holy Spirit, which is promised to 
those who seek it in the way appointed by God, and which may 
therefore be expected in a peculiar manner to attend an ordinance 
such as this, directly appointed by God. 

Having thus endeavoured plainly and shortly to tell you what con- 
firmation “js—namely, the publickly and solemnly binding ourselves 
to God—I go on to show you, 

Il. The Dury of coming to be “ confirmed.” 

First, It is reasonable that every man should bind himself to serve 
God. Whose service, | may confidently ask. is so happy as the ser- 
vice of God? “Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths 
are peace.” Whose service is so profitable ? ** The wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”” Who has already done so much for his servants? ‘* God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should noi perish, but have everlasting life.’* Who 
has promised to do so much in future? ‘1 give unto my sheep eter- 
nal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out 
of my hand.” Who is so faithful to his promise? ‘* With’? God * is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Whom, then, I ask 
again, can you so reasonably, so wisely, bind yourself to serve, as 
God? Those who have served other masters always conclude by 
calling their lives ‘* vanity’ and misery. But the servants of God on 
earth ali tell you, with one voice, that ** to be good is to be happy.” 
And his servants in heaven, far from repenting of their love and obe- 
dience to God, without ceasing exclaim, ‘ “ Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honour, and power.” But, if it is thus reasona- 
ble to bind yourselves to serve God, I 0 Mita 

Secondly, That it is necessary to bind yourself to God. It is said 
of the best and happiest days of the church of Christ, ‘‘One shall 
say, 1 am the Lord’s; and another shall call himself by the name of 
the God of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname bimseif by the name of Israel.’’ It is added, 
by Christ himself, “lam the Vine; ye are the branches......Ifany 
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered ; 
and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” 
If, then, you are not joined or united to Christ, as a branch to the 
vine, you will be cut off and cast into the fire. You must look to 
Him for pardon, for strength, for grace, for ** holiness, without which 

no man shall see the Lord.” But if it is thus necessary to be united 
to God, I add, 


* John iii. 16. 
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Thirdly, That Confirmation is the appointed means of thus binding 
yourseives to him. Let us consider this point. The apostles of Christ 
used, by ** laying on of their hands,” to give miraculous powers ; for 
instance, the power of speaking in strange languages, or of curing the 
sick. When God thought proper no longer to bestow these miracu- 
lous powers upon man, the custom of * laying on of hands” was still 
continued by the servants of Christ, under the full belief that what are 
called ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit, that is, grace and holiness, 
would be granted to those on whom the bands of the church were de- 
voutly and solemnly laid, and who themselves sought these blessings. 
A Christian writer, for instance, who lived soon after the apostles, 
speaking of the customs of the church, says, ‘* After baptism succeeds 
laying on of hands (or Confirmation); by prayer calling for and in- 
viting the Holy Spirit.’* But, even if Confirmation were not thus 
sanctioned by the practice of the first and best ages of the gospel, 
can any filter way be conceived of giving yourselves to God? Con- 
firmation is publick ; for men, angels, and even God himself, listen to 
your vows. It is solemn ; for your vows are pledged at the altar it- 
self, and received by the highest ministers of the church. It is ea- 
couraging ; for you come not alone and unsupported, but surrounded 
by those as young. as weak, as guilty as yourselves A more striking 
spectacle than Confirmation presents, | can hardly imagine. You may 
have seen, perhaps, children pressing round an affectionate father, to 
express their love to him: you may have heard of a whole people 
coming together to embrace the feet of a restored sovereign: but in- 
finitely more touching, to my mind, is the sight of the young, and 
the poor, and the guilty, and the miserable, thronging around the al- 
tar, to give themselves up to Him who is at once their Father, their 
King, their Saviour, and their God. Nor do they kneel and pray in 
vain. Many are the instances | have seen, where resoiutions formed 
at Confirmation were, under God’s grace, faithfully kept, and pray- 
ers, then offered, were heard and accepted and answered by our 
heavenly Friend and Father. 

But, Fourthly, The time of life at which you are called to Confir- 
mation, is peculiarly proper tor thus binding yourselves to God. 
There are some, indeed, who, from various causes, have delayed be- 
yond the season of youth coming to this holy ordinance. And let those 
not be discouraged ; for God is always willing, through Christ, to re- 
ceive the penitent sinner. But the bulk of those who come are the 
young. They are those who are not so young as to be unable to under- 
stand the vows they are about to make ; nor so old as, by long habits 
of sin, to have strengthened that corruption of nature with which they 
were born. The Church calls upon you, as soon as she thinks you are 
able to judge and act for yourself, to come and solemnly say to God, 
« | will,” by thy help, “ cleave to what is right,” and “ abhor what 
is wrong.” And take the word of those, my young friends, who have 
seen more of life and of man than yourselves, when they assure you, 
that no season of life can arrive so fit as yours, for the dedication of 


* Tertullian. 
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the heart to God. The best servants of God have in general begun 
to serve him young ~J hus Isaac, and Samuel, and David, and Josiah, 
and Timothy, of the last of whom the Apostle says, he had * none 
like minded ;” all these offered to God a heart as yet untainted with 
the world It is easier for you to love God before sin has taken full 
possession of your mind. And God is more disposed to love you, when 
you offer him, not the retuse of your heart, but ‘ your first love ;”’ 
the bioom and freshness of the mind, strength, and health, and attrac 
tions that would be coveted by other masters. “ Those,” he has 
said himself, ** who seek me early, shall find me.” Arise, then, my 
young friends, and seek God while indeed he is willing to receive 
you. ‘ Suffer,’’ said the Saviour who shed his blood for you, ‘* lit- 
tle children to come unto me.” O break through every obstacle 
to reach his arms, to share his mercies, to reap the benefits of his 
life and death, to tread in his steps, and enter into his glory. 

But, Fifthly, Thus bind yourselves to God by ** Confirmation,” for 
the greatest benefits may be expected from it. One benefit is this ; that 
the Church has made Contirmation the gate or porch to the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's supper; to that rite in which the soul of the de- 
vout worshipper is * refreshed by the body and blood of Christ, as 
our bodies are by the bread and wine.’ But, in general, the largest 
blessings may be expected to follow ‘ Confirmation,” ¢f devoutly ree 
cerved. You will enjoy, for instance, all the blessings promised to 
those who openly range themselves on the Lord’s side: * Whosoever 
shail confess me before men, him will I also confess before my Fa- 
ther which isin heaven” You will, in after life, feel your resolution 
and seriousness increased by the remembrance of the solemn circum- 
stances in which you have been placed, and of the awful promises 
you have made. Inthe midst of sin, or in the shades of the night, 
an awful voice will remind you, that ‘* you are not your own.” You 
will also become a full partaker of the blessings of that covenant with 
God into which you were entered at baptism. Whatever were the 
benefits then bestowed, yours will now be greater ; as the blessings 
of one who now takes upon himself the vows then made for him by 
another. Finally, you will find the Spirit of God abundantly poured 
out in this channel] of his own appointment. In short, every blessing 
by which God cheers, and strengthens, and teaches, and sanctifies his 
church, may be expected in devout Confirmation ; and the hand of 
the bishop, as it stretches over you, will be only the emblem of that 
mightier hand which touches us at all points, and surrounds us on all 
sides, and guides, and comforts, and blesses, and saves, a guilty 
world. 

Having thus examined the nature and the duty of ‘‘ Confirmation,” 
I come, 

II. To consider what is a due PREPARATION for it. 

1. And here, first, I should s say to you, Consider most seriously its 
real nature. It is not a mere form. It is not the repetition of mere 
words, It is not a mere ceremony, to which you are to be dragged 
by your friends. It is not an ordinance which will bless you in spite 
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of yourselves, or in spite of the temper of mind in which you may 
come to it. No! It is what I have been endeavouring to state to 
you, ‘* an act of solemn self-dedication to God.” Till you believe 
and feel this, you can be, in no sense, prepared for Confirmation. Be- 
gin, then, your preparation, you that are coming to ‘* Contirmation,” 
by searching into its real nature. Consider the short statement which 
has now been made to you. Read often, and seriously, and with 
earnest prayer to understand and feel it, the Confirmation Service in 
your Book of Prayer. Possess yourself with the exact meaning and 
object of the ordinance: so that you may count the cost before you 
** begin to build the tower ;” and not honour God “* with your lips,” 
while ‘ your heart is far from him.” 

2. Next, I would say to you, Examine seriously into the nature of 
the vow made for you by your sponsorsin baptism, and into the manner 
in which you have fulfilled it. As it is this vow which you are about 
to renew and take upon yourself, it is of the first importance that you 
should comply with this advice. 

Did your sponsors, then, promise that you should ‘‘ renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 
and all the sinful lusts of the flesh?’ How, I ask, have you fulfil- 
led the engagement ? Have you indeed ‘ renounced,” given up, that 
is, with horrour and detestation, ** the devil” as your master? Have 
you given up, not merely one, but “ ail his works ;”’ all those sins 
and indulgences to which he tempts, and by which he ruins the soul ? 
Especially, have you given up ‘* the pomps and vanities of this wicks 
ed world ;” pride, vanity, dress, show ; the praise, the honours, the 
pleasures of the world ? Have you, also, ‘* renounced,”’ denied, mor- 
tified, and, in the strong language of the scriptures, ** crucified” ** the 
sinful lusts of the flesh ;’’ the bad passions, desires, tempers, appe- 
tites of our corrupt nature ; idleness, gluttony, covetousness, drunken- 
ness, debauchery ? 

Again: Did they promise that you should * believe all the articles 
of the Christian faith 2”? Where, then, is the faith or belief they pro- 
mised for you? Do you believe every line and letter of the bible ; 
that there is a devil to tempt, a hell for the bad, a heaven for the 
good, a Saviour to redeem, a Spirit to sanctify, a God eternally to 
punish or eternally to save? Do you believe that every man is, by 
nature, fallen from God ; corrupt, and therefore guilty ; that by faith 
in Christ alone he can be justified or cleared in the sight of God ; that 
by the Holy Spirit alone his nature can be changed, and himself be 
fitted for heaven ? 

But, again: Not only did your sponsors promise that such should be 
your faith or belief: they promised, “ thirdly, That you should keep 
God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in the same all the 
days of your life.” In other words, they promised that your faith 
should govern your life, temper, practice, and feelings. And has such 
been the fruit of your faith? Has it, since you have begun to think 
for yourself, under Divine grace, so changed you that you deserve to 
be called a new man; that you are ‘‘ renewed, after the image of 
God, in righteousness and true holiness.” 
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You will, I think, my young friends, after examining yourselves 
upon these several pvuints, find reason, each of you, to say, ‘ I have 


kept no one of these vows: on the contrary, I have broken them eve- 


ry bour of my life: what, then, am I to do next in prepagation for 
Confirmation ?”’ I would answer, ; 

3. Thirdly, Seek pardon for the past, and grace for the future ; and 
give yourself hand and heart to the duty of fulfilling these vows. You 
are now, my young friends, entering upon a new course. You are 
_ beginning, as it were, a new life. You are about to separate your- 
self from a wicked world. You are about, by an awful pledge, to 
take your hitherto neglected and broken vows upon yourself. Bend 
yourself, then, with all your might, to this solemn undertaking. You 
need pardon for the past, through Jesus Christ. You need strength 
for the future, by the work of the Holy Spirit upon your heart. God 
alone can give either; but, through the merits of a gracious Saviour, 
he is ready to give both. Seek both, then, daily, diligently, anxious- 
ly, from God. In private and in publick, at church and at home, 
use every means God has appointed of bringing down his Spirit upon 
you: ** Pray without ceasing :’? ‘* Search the scriptures :’’ ** Resist 
the devil:’? Shun bad people, bad books, doubtful employments, 
and dangerous amusements. Pledged as you are to God, you must 
leave the devil and the world. Placed as you are, in coming to Con- 
firmation, of the edge of heaven or of bell, remember, that by your 
next step you may rise to the one, or sink to the other. If you trust 
yourself, you are undone : if you trust tothe mercy of God in Christ, 
and to his blessing on your prayers and labours, you are safe. But 
waste not an hour. Draw near to God in the name of Christ even 
now. For, even now, the bolt of God may be shot; even now, death 
may be in your veins. O ‘* work while it is called to-day !’’ 





Such are the few observations, my young friends, which I have 
thought it right to offer to those whom I love, and for whom I am to 
answer at the bar of God. I trust they are plain. I trust, also, they 
are true. And I pray God, by his Holy Spirit, deeply to fix them 
upon your minds. But allow me, in conclusion, to speak more par- 
ticularly ta two classes among you. 

There are some of you whom | have watched through the stages of 
your preparation for this ordinance with real joy of heart. I have 
seen in some, what I confidently hope to be marks of seriousness, sin- 
cerity, and devotion. 1 bave had reason to hope that some of you 
have gone from me, to ** bow your knees before the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” for pardon and holiness ; for grace to keep 
the vows you are about to make. Ifso, happy are the parents who 
gave you birth; happy the minister and the triends who have the 
charge of you. The angels ‘‘ rejoice over you, as over one sinner 
that repenteth.” That gracious Friend and Father ‘ who so loved 
you as to give his own Soi to die for you,” rejoices that his Son has 
not died in vain. If so, | am as sure as though I ‘* saw the heavens 
opened,” and “the angels ascending and descending,” that your 
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rayers go up to God, and the blessings of God are falling upon our 
ek parish. May I, may all who love you, with one heart and 
voice bless God for the grace by which he has touched your beart ; 
call upon him to * finish the good work he has begun,”’ to enlist you 
more entirely underthe banner of his cross, and make you * his 
faithful soidiers and servants unto your lives’ end.” In the mean 
time, take courage to do your duty. Separate yourselves from 
a wicked world. ‘T'rust in the mercy of God, and in the love of your 
compassionate Redeemer. Listen to the merciful promise oi our 
heavenly Father ; “* Come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 

But, if there are some among those coming to Confirmation who 
comfort atid delight me, there are some, alas! who alike distress me. 
Are there not some who, though often, and strongly, and solemnly 
warned, I have reason to fear may be coming to this holy ordinance 
in a measure careless and impenitent ? Is this the fact? And are there 
none who love these poor young creatures enough to seize and stop 
them, as they are plunging into the pit of perdition? Are there none 
who will pray for them, if, by any means, their hypocrisy and rash- 
ness may be checked, their guilt pardoned, and themselves turned to 
the Lord their God? O, may the hand which struck the rock, sirike 
their hard hearts, and melt and subdue them! What shail I say to 
such persons? ‘I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, Bles- 
sed are the dead which die in the Lord.” But, alas! does not the 
same voice say, ‘* The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
people that forget God?’ And are you willing to forfeit such happi- 
ness, and to suffer such anguish; and that fur ever? God forbid. O 
look at the gulf which yawns beneath you. Listen to the God who 
calls you from above. ‘* Awake and arise, that Christ may give you 
light.” There is mercy even for you. The prodigal son may re- 
turn to the arms of his Father. The great Shepherd desires to carry 
the ‘‘ young of his flock in his bosom:” he * calls you by your 
name ;” he “ goes before you:” he died for you; he * ever liveth 
to make intercession for you :”’ he will * lead you by living fountains 
of water ;” will cleanse all your sins from your heart; * wipe all 
tears from your eyes :” you shall have a sun that never goes down ; 
you shall be as happy even as God can make you. O spare me the 
misery of seeing you waste these bright and blessed promises! Spare 
your wretched parents the anguish of seeing their children perish ! 
Watch, pray, labour; ‘strive to enter in ;’ and God shall * give you 
the victory, through Jesus Christ,’? who ** loved you and gave him- 
self fur you.” 


PRAYER TO BE USED BY PERSONS GOING TO CONFIRMATION, 


O Thou good and gracious God, who hast loved and blessed me all 
the days of my life, | now kneel betore Thee, to ask thine especial 
blessing on the vows I am about to take upon me in Confirmation. I 
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know that these vows have already been made for me at my baptism ; 
and am deeply humbled when I remember how oftef I have broken 
them. It is by thy mercy alone, that | am preserved till now, and 
enjoy this opportunity of making my peace with Thee. I approach 
Thee, O Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ ; and for his sake, ‘* who 
loved us, and gave himself for us,” beseech Thee to have mercy upon 
my guilty soul. Pardon my past ingratitude, carelessness, coldness of 
heart, and disobedience. Pardon the wicked words I have spoken, 
the wrong desires I have felt, the bad tempers I have indulged, and the 
wrong actions | have done. O Lord God, 1 am about to dedicate 
myself publickly to thy service. I pray that my lips may speak the 
language of my heart; and that, from the moment of coming to thine 
altar, | may feel myself set apart for God, and solemnly bound to 
live to thy glory, to honour thy gospel, to believe in thy word, to love 
and trust and follow thy dear Sun, and to become thy “ soldier and 
servant unto my life’s end.” Without Thee, | can do nothing. O 
send me thy Holy Spirit, to change my ‘heart, correct my temper, 
strengthen my resolutions; to guide and keep me in the paths of duty 
to God and man. May | henceforth love the bible, the church, and 
sabbath. May | come with a devout mind to the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper. May | no longer be led away by the wickedness of 
my own heart, by the temptations of the world, or by the advice of 
others. May I feel that 1 am ‘* not my own, but bought with a price,” 
the price of a Saviour’s blood. And, O, in future years, may the re- 
membrance of these solemn vows rise up to check me in all sin, and 
fix me in the service of my God. I pray also for all those going 
with me to Confirmation. May we be united to God, and to one 
another. May we love one another, as those who are heirs of the 
same corruption, beset by the same temptations, bound by the same 
vows, redeemed by the same blood, and children of the same God 
and Father. Lord, hear these petitions, and bless us, and have mercy 
upon us, for the sake of Jesus Christ: in whose holy words | continue 
to address thee. 


Our Father, &c. 


PRAYER AFTER CONFIRMATION, OR FOR ANY PERIOD OF LIFE. 


O most merciful Lord God! I desire to bless Thee for all thy mer- 
cies to my guilty soul: that Thou hast spared me so long, and hast 
heard me so often, and dost stil] permit so unworthy a sinner to draw 
nigh unto Thee. I thank Thee for the means of grace, and the hope 
of glory ; and, above all, for the inestimable gift of thy dear don for 
the sins of the world. I thank Thee that | have been permitted to 
bind myself to Thee. I know that Thou art good, and ready to for- 
give, and plenteous in mercy to all who call upon Thee. O grant me 
grace now, to fulfil my vows, and to give myself up altogether to thy 
service. Give me pardon, for the past, and strength and holiness for 
the time to come. O Lord, lam indeed guilty betore Thee. I have 
been joo long careless, and selfish, and ungrateful, and disobedient. [ 
have not sought thy favour, or loved thy house, or obeyed thy blessed 
12 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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word. I have not loved and followed my gracious Redeemer. I have 
loved sin, and folly, and self-indulgence, and things below, instead of 
those things which are at thy right hand. 1 acknowledge my sin, and 
my transgression is ever before me. Cleanse me, O God, from all 
my guilt. Wash me in the blood of my crucified Saviour. Have 
mercy upon me, have mercy upon me. According to the multitude 
ot thy tender mercies, blot out all my transgressions. Receive, and 
pardon, and bless me, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. And, O 
gracious God, not only cleanse me from my guilt, but create in me a 
clean heart, and renew a right spirit within me; sothat [ may no more 
sin against Thee. What [ know not, teach Thou me. ‘Teach me 
to hate what is evil, and cleave to what is good. ‘Teach me to know 
the truth, to love it, and to obey it Give me holy hands to lift up 
unto Thee. Renew mein thine own image, righteousness, and true 
holiness. Fill me with humility and faith and love towards Thee the 
Lord my God, and Jesus Christ my most merciful Redeemer. ‘Teach 
me to love Thee, and to show that | love Thee by endeavouring to 
keep thy commandments. Make me also honest, diligent, and tender- 
hearted, and meek, and forbearing, and forgiving, towards my fellow- 
creatures, even as | hope to be forgiven of Thee. May I walk in the 
Spirit ; and so not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. May I deny myself, 

and take up my cross and follow Thee. Draw me, O Lord, that I 

may run atter Thee. Help me to read, to think, to hear, to feel, to 

pray. Guide me by thy counsel, and at length receive me up into 

glory. Be atender Father to me; and may we all be thy sons and 

daughters, O Lord God Almighty! And, gracious God, bless my 

dear friends, and neighbours, and all the world ; and hasten the hap- 

py day when we shall ali be one flock under one Shepherd, Jesus 

Christ the righteous. ! ask these blessings in his name: in whose 

blessed words | continue to say, 

Our Father, Xc. 


REVIEW. 


Nature of the Atonement. A Discourse, delivered August 17, 1823, 
in the Chapel of the Theological Seminary, Andover. By James 
Mvxpock, D. D. Brown Professor of Sac. Rhet. and Eccles. Hist. 
in the Seminary. Published by the Students of the Institution. 
pp. 48. : 

What think ye of Christ? A Sermon, preached at Newburyport, 
Sunday, October 26, 1823. By Jonn Piervont, Minister of Hol- 
lis Street Church, Boston. Published at the Request of the Hear- 
ers. pp. 19. 

Ir was a_ resolution, which we early formed, and to which we have 

sedulously adhered, to avoid all angry disputes in matters of religion. 

But, though we decline entering the field of polemical theology, be- 

Jieving, as we do, that it would be of little use to ourselves, or to our 
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readers, to cull the immature and acrid fruits which grow there in 
abundance; yet we may be allowed, occasionally, to point to the 
arena, and congratulate the friends of our Church on the solid and 
peaceable ground which they occupy. 

It was undoubtedly the expectation of the pious founders of the 
seminary at Andover, that the divinity inculcated by its professors 
should strictly conform to the doctrines of the assembly’s catechism ; 
and it is believed that they spared no precaution in their power, to 
prevent any thing being taught by them, contrary to that ancient for- 
mulary of Presbyterian doctrine. But, notwithstanding the short time 
during which that institution has been in operation, doctrines, which 
were thought very essentia! by the Westminster divines, have been for 
years exploded. The various branches of the doctrine of imputation 
have been successively lopped away, till at length a blow was struck 
at its last remaining limb, by Protessor Murdock, in his discourse on 
the atonement, to which we have taken the liberty to call the atten- 
tion of our readers 

As “ this discourse was delivered to an audience of theological stu- 
dents, and was designed to aid them in forming their opinions on the 
important subject discussed,” and published tor their use and bene- 
fit, it must be as interesting to the publick to know what is the par- 
ticular view of the subject here exbibited, as it is important that that 
view should. be a correct one. 

So far as we have been able to gather the author’s sentiments from 
his sermon, he considers the atonement as a symbolical exhibition 
or display of God's feelings towards sin, designed to make such 
an impression on the minds of his intelligent creatures as to render it 
sufe for him, as a moral governour, to suspend the course of Oistribu- 
tive justice in behalf of sinners. It is not so much on account of 
what is contained in this enunciation, as of what the learned Professor 
has taken particular care to exclude trom it, that we deem it our duty 
to caution our readers on this subject. He considers the atonement 
as a substitute for the execution of the law; and not, in any sense, the 
execution of the law upon a substitute. He allows that Christ suffered 
indirectly for our benefit, but not in our stead ; to manilest the 
attribute of divine justice, but not by becoming our sponsor; to 
make an impression upon the minds of us and others, but not to make 
a satisfaction for our sins. In such positive terms as the following 
does the author exclude entirely the idea of imputation from any par- 
ticipation in the nature of the atonement. 

‘+ The sacrifice of Christ’ “* did not fulfil the law, or satisfy its de- 
mands on transgressors ; for then their acquittal would have been an 
act of justice, not of grace: and the atonement would have been but 
another mode of executing the law itself, not a substitute for it. Its 
immediate influence was not on the characters and relations of men as 
transgressors, nor on the claims of the law upon them. Its direct 
operation was on the feelings and apprehensions of the beings at large, 
who are under the moral government of God.” ‘Tbe atonement tc 
be a proper substitute for the execution of the law, ought to be a pub 
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lick exhibition.” ‘* To suppose that Christ was really and truly our 
sponsor, and that he suffered in this character ; would involve such a 
transfer of legal obligations and liabilities and merits, as is inadmissi- 
ble,” ‘* would make the atonement to be a legal satisiaction for sin.” 
‘* We must therefore resort to some other solution.”’ ‘ he atone- 
ment was an exhibition or display. ‘That is, it was a symbolical trans- 
action.”” * ‘lhe object,’ ** in this affecting tragedy, was to make an 
impression on the minds of rational beings every where, and to the 
end of time.’ ‘* But how, it may be asked, are these things expressed 
or represented by this transaction? The answer is, symbolically.” 
‘** Hence all that either reason or revelation teaches, respecting the 
object of Christ’s visit to our world, may properly be applied to 
the explanation of this significant transaction.” pp. 20—25 ‘* The 
pardoned sinner not oniy remains, in fact, the same guilty crea- 
ture he was before ; but he is viewed and treated by his Maker, as 
personally guilty.” ‘* The atonement” * did not divest the transgres- 
sor of his guilt or ill desert. Neither did it satisfy the demands of 
the violated law upon him. For what were the demands of the 
violated law? Not, that some transferable good shguld be sur- 
rendered and paid over to God orto the law, as being forteited by 
the transgressor.”” ‘* The law ordained no such thing.” ** When once 
a creature becomes a transgressor of its commands or prohibitions, it 
never is satisfied, and never can be, with any thing short of the full 
execution of the threatened penalty on the transgressor himself.’ 
‘¢ The bloody sacrifice of the Mediator, was not what the law of God 
demanded, or could accept as a legal satisfaction for our sins” “It 
did not cancel any of the claims of the law on us.” pp. 31—33. 
« The atonement” “ was in its nature, simply a display or exhibi- 
tion, intended to impress on all creatures a deep sense of the ‘ righteous- 
ness of God’ as a moral governour.”’ p. 36. 

We would not wish to be thought averse to valuable improvements, 
when we say that we are by no means prepared to go all lengths 
with the Rev. Professor on this interesting subject. Aware of the 
difficulties which gather around it, the moment we begin to look in- 
quisitively beyond the simple facts, that the sufferings of Christ were 
necessary, and available as an atonement for our sins, we were very 
ready to assent to the following sentiment from the introductory para- 

raph of the discourse. 

‘* Yet, full and explicit as the scriptures are on this subject, they 
do not enable us to understand it perfectly. Many questions may be 
asked which it would be difficult, and some which it would be impos- 
sible toanswer. Who, for instance, can comprehend the mysterious 
union of natures in the person of the Mediator? Who can tell all 
the bearings and influences of his obedience and death? Who can 
be certain that he knows all the obstacles which were to be removed, 
before a free pardon could be consistently extended to sinful men?” 

. 6. 
: But how is it, that, on a subject, attended with so much difficulty 
as this confessedly is, he is able to take that exclusive position, 
which he afterwards assumes, and to pronounce so positively, that 
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Christ did not suffer in our stead, and that our sins are not, in any 
sense, tmputed io him; and this, in opposition to the concurrent 
opinion of the Christian church of all ages, to the express faith of the 
Westminster divines, and of the founders of the institution with which 
he is connected, and, we believe, to the conditions on which be sits in 
his chair of office ? He will answer, that the authority of scripture out- 
weighs all these considerations. But the scriptures, by his own con- 
fession, do ** not enable us to understand the subject perfectly ;”’ do not 
distinctly mark the limits, beyond.which the * bearings and influence 
of the obedience and death” of Christ cannot extend. And yet, we are 
assured, without any hesitation, ** that the immediate influence of the obe- 
dience and sufferings of Christ was not on the characters and relations 
of men as transgressors ; nor on the claims of the law on them ;”’ * that 
the bloody sacrifice of the Mediator was not what the law of God de- 
manded or could accept as a legal satisfuction for our sins;” * that the 
atonement wus in is nature simply (by which we understand exclu- 
sively) a display or exhihition.” 

That the idea of imputation has sometimes been carried to an ex- 
travagant length. and stated with suflicient absurdity, we pretend not 
to deny : and in the inquiry, whether it be not included in the true 
doctrine of atonement, we by no means intend to enter into that mi- 
nuteness of specification, which the very general expressions of scrip- 
ture certainly do not warrant. But does not the bible contain the 
idea that our sins are, some how, imputed to Christ, and that he, in 
a very important, and obvious sense, did suffer in our stead? And 
is not the very common statement of this doctrine—that Christ, 
by the sacrifice of himself, made a satisfaction for the sins of the 
world—a proper, and scriptural one? Is not as much contained 
in the most plain and obvious construction of those pertinent passages 
of Isaiah—** Surely he hath borne our griefs, he hath carried sur 
sorrows.” ** He was wounded for our transgression, he was bruised 
for our iniquity.’ ** The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all.” * By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many ; 
for he shall bear their iniquities.”” “ Aud he bare the sin of many.” 
Isaiah lili, 4—6. 11, 12. 

If these passages, as the opponents of imputation pretend, are to be 
so interpreted as to fall short of expressing the vicarious character of 
Christ's sufferings, we hardly know of any language on the subject, 
current among Christians, which, with equal latitude of interpretation, 
need give them any offence. Whatever they may hear said respect- 
ing our sins being imputed to Christ, let them believe that no more is 
meant than the prophet means in these texts; for there is no reason 
why the ordinary conversation of men should be more rigidly con- 
strued than the words of Divine inspiration. But do not these texts, 
in that plain and natural construction, according to which language is 
ordinarily understood, imply that the sufferings of Christ were vica- 
rious. We do believe that if it were not-for a supposed analogy of 
taith they would be so received. 

Again, Heb. ix. 27, 28. ‘And as it is appointed unto men once 
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to die, but after this the judgment; so Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many ; and, unto them that look for him, shall he ap- 
pear the second time, without sin, unto salvation.”” Here the apostle 
has quoted one of the above passages from Isaiah, and let us see how 
he understood it. Cbrist’s being without sin, at bis second appear- 
ance, is contrasted with his bearing the sins of many, according to the 
prophet’s prediction, at his first. By the rule of antithesis, then, at 
his first coming he was not without sins (zwei auagrias.) But as it 
respects personal transgression he was, as the same apostle assures 
us, Heb. iv. 15. (mess auagriag) without sins. He, therefore, when 
he was once offered, had sins (‘* the sins of many”’) in a sense analo- 
gous to that, in which a person has sin, who is himself actually guilty. 
There must have been a transfer of sins, forasmuch as he had sins, 
although he had committed none. We mean nothing more, when we 
say that our sins were reckoned, of imputed to Christ. Whatever 
may be the mode of that transfer, which we inquire not, the fact itself 
answers all practical purposes. Whatever theological distinctions may 
be made by systematick divines, there is still ground to justify the 
common faith and language of Christians on this subject; and, after 
all the metaphysical subtleties of the learned, we cannot but think that 
the ideas, which are naturally taken from the plain scriptural account 
of the matter, may be as near the truth as any. 
It is reasonable to suppose that the sacrifices and rites of the Old 
Testament, typical of the sufferings of Christ, had a natural fitness to 
ive a true impression of the nature of the atonement. At least, such 
could not have been appointed by infinite wisdom, as were naturally 
fitted to give a wrong impression. Now, what is the testimony, which 
these significant ceremonies give on this subject ? Would the Jews, 
for whose edification they were selected and enjoined, naturally in- 
fer that they contained no intimation of a real tran-fer of sins, in the 
great sacrifice, to which they pointed ; that they were symbols oi a 
mere exhibition of sufferings, itself symbolical, and not vicarious ? 
In the very expressive ceremony of the scape guat, for example, in 
which Aaron was directed to ‘* lay both bis hands upon the bead of 
the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children 
of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them 
upon the head of the goat,”’ that the goat might ‘* bear upon him 
all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited ;” Levit. xvi. 2), 22, is 
there no intimation that in the great antitypical transaction, there 
would be an imputation of sins to the sacred victim? And besides, 
if the sufferings and death of Christ were to be considered only as an 
exhibition or display, and if the bloody sacrifices were adapted to 
give a correct view of the subject, might it not have been expected 
that the sufferings of the victims at the altar would have been aggra- 
vated, or at least so exhibited as to become a conspicuous part of the 
transaction? At any rate, would there not have been a strong ten- 
dency, in the Jews, to this effect ? 
The impression, which the Jews did in fact receive concerning the 
nature of sacrifices, is of weight in this argument. They, certainly, 
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never considered them as symbols of a symbolical exhibition or dis- 
play merely ; and, if so great an errour prevailed among them as that 
of overlooking the typical character of their bloody offerings, did it 
not arise, in part, from the natural fitness of these institutions to repre- 
sent the great atoning sacrifice ; from the likeness of the type, to its 
original? The apostie’s argument with them, in the Hebrews, aims 
not to efface their impression of the efficacy of sacrifice to make satis- 
faction for sins, but to point them to the true victim; not to correct 
their ideas of the general nature of atonement, but to convince them 
that no blood but that of Jesus could avail, to take away sins, in the 
sense in which they supposed the blood of their victims to do it. 

To this opinion of the Jews, evidently gathered from the typical 
rites of their religion, may be added that general belief, which has 
prevailed among almost all the nations of the earth in the efficacy of 
animal sacrifices to cancel sin. It is allowed that this sentiment was 
essentially wrong ; but did not the errour rise from the Divine appoint- 
ment of animal sacrifices, and from their natural fitness to represent 
the sacrifice of Christ ? And is it not fair to conclude, that the feature, 
so clearly marked in the type, as to give rise to this universal errour, 
is actually to be found in the antitype ; and that Christ, in his death, 
really made a satisfaction for sins, analogous to that, which has been 
so erroneously attributed to the blood of beasts ? 

We have a few words to say on what we cannot but fear is the ten- 
dency of Dr. Murdock’s view of the nature of the atonement. 

And, first, in regard to a belief of the true and proper deity of Christ. 
He does, indeed, argue, that the efficiency and value of the atone- 
ment is in proportion to the dignity of the Saviour’s character. “ If,’ 
he says, ** we should suppose the Mediator to have been a mere man, 
an eminent prophet, perhaps; and that he endured and performed 
what the gospel relates ;”” ‘* what was there here, more than has often 
occurred ?” * Let us next suppose, as some have supposed, that the 
Mediator was the highest and noblest created or derived being in the 
universe ; but still a creature, and therefore infinitely beneath the 
rank of God himselt.” ‘* Such an atonement would fall short of de- 
claring and evincing, fully, the ‘ righteousness of God.’ Such an 
exhibition would fall tar, very far, short of making as deep and last- 
ing an impression on the inhabitants of both worids, as would be pro- 
duced by the execution of the sentence of the law upon transgressors. 
It would theretore be an inadequate atonement.” ‘ But Jet us sup- 
pose, now, that the Mediator was in dignity and power ona level with 
God the Father, and in an equal degree possessed of all Divine attri- 
butes; and that he condescended to unite himself with a mortal 
man; and in this state submitted to be reviled, and loaded with in- 
sults, and persecuted even unto death ; and we have an exhibition, at 
which the universe may justly stand amazed. The buman mind can 
conceive of no exhibition calculated to produce a deeper impression. 
Ot course, this appears.to.be the most efficacious atonement, the best 
substitute for the execution of the law, which it was possible for 
infinite wisdom to devise.” pp. 28—30. ‘It is only by being’’ 
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** such an ‘exhibition as will make an impression too deep ever to be 
forgotten, that it can answer effectually the ends of an atonement.” 
p- 28. 

Is then the dignity of the Saviour’s character important, as an arti- 
cle of ‘belief, only on account of the impression to be made by the 
display of his sufferings ? On this hypothesis, then, if it should ap- 
pear that the feelings of a person, in any instance, are as much af- 
fected by the sufferings of a being, inferiour to Deity, as they could 
be by those of one truly divine, the effect of his errour, in believing 
the Saviour to be a created or derived being, is the same, in regard 
to himself, as if he believed the truth. Suppose him most of all 
affected by the sufferings of one of his own species, and then, down- 
right humanitarianism is the view of the subject, which, as it makes 
the greatest impression on bis feelings, best answers for him, as an in- 
dividual, the end of an atonement. We are not averse to a spirit of 
true liberality, but we cannot rest the standard, either of truth, or of 
virtue, in the changeable feelings of men. If the divinity of Christ 
has no other relation to the atonement than that which concerns the 
impression to be produced by the exhibition of his sufferings ; the 
truth of the doctrine may not indeed be affected, nor the arguments in 
support of it weakened ; but the importance of believing it, is 
made a matter of more indifference than we are willing to allow. 

The following extract from the sermon of the Rev. Mr. Pierpont 
shows what use has heen, and we think will be made, of the view of 
this subject advocated by Dr. Murdock. 

** If, indeed, we consider Jesus neither as perfect God united to 
perfect man, nor yet simply as perfect man, but as a superangelick 
being. we can infer nothing with certainty, as to the corporal suffer- 
ings ‘which he seemed to endure during his ministry and in bis death ; 
nor yet as to the degree of virtue with which those sufferings were 
sustained, and which bis readiness to encounter them evinced. We 
know nothing as to the sufferings of which creatures angelick or super- 
angelick, are capable. We know not that beings of such exalted 
natures can suffer. Wehave no sympathy with them.” ‘* We know 
not what powers to act our Lord may bave possessed, if he was a su- 
perangelick being, nor yet what antidotes against suffering may have 
been inherent in his nature ; and, therefore, although it might reason- 
ably be presumed that, wita such an exalted nature, he would have 
suffered less, it cannot, for a moment, be supposed that he suffered 
more, than man would have suffered, under the same external circum- 
stances. He, therefore”’ ** acquires even a less interest in our affections, 
on the supposition of his superangelick. than on that of his human 
nature. The life of a man is as important to him, as is the life of an 
angel to him. ‘That an angelick or a superangelick being, then, 
should lay down his liie for the benefit of men, discovers no higher 
effort of devotion or phifenthtopy. than for a man to lay down his life 
for the benefit of his fellow men” pp. 11, 12. 

In our view of the atonement, the divinity of Christ assumes a more 
serious aspect. We believe his task in that important work to: have 
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been such as none but a being of infinite dignity and power could 
have fulfilled; and, though we allow his sufferings were intended to 
produce a'deep and general impression upon intelligent creatures, 
yet, to use the words of Bishop Butler on this subject, we are * far 
from thinking it an account of the whole case.’”* 

Secondly ; What is the tendency of Dr. Murdock’s view of the 
atonement in regard to the majesty of the divine law ? He tells us that 
the atonement ‘“* must be something different from the execution of the 
law itself; because it is to be asubstitute for it.” * {t did not consist 
in an execution of the law on any being whatever, for it was a substitute 
for an execution of it.” pp. 20, 21, It is represented as an expedient for 
avoiding an execution of the penal sanctions of the law. Now, the 
awful sanctity and the righteous inflexibility of the holy law have been 
and are the great means of convincing sinners of their danger as well as 
their guilt, and of inducing them to flee for refuge to the salvation of 
the gospel. And, in view of this practical use of it, the question is of 
some importance, whether the majesty of the law be equally sustain- 
ed by an expedient to avoid its execution, as by the execution of its 
righteous penalty upon a voluntary substitute of infinite dignity and 
worth. Ifit was an object of the mission of Christ, not only to mani- 
fest the righteousness of God in general, but to magnify the law in 
particular, and make it honourable, is this purpose better effected by 
a mere symbolical exhibition designed to serve as a substitute for the 
execution of the law, or by its real execution on him, who gave him- 
self a ransom for all? As it is a question to be decided rather by ex- 
periment than by argument, let every one, who has trembled at the 
terrours of the law, appeal to his own feelings for an answer. 

Thirdly; What is the tendency of this doctrine in regard to 
the influence of the gospel upon the hearts of men? The author 
states his own views on this point in the following words. ‘* This 
symbol” ‘* had all that was necessary in any symbol of emotion or 
purpose, to give it fitness for its object. As soon as the import of it 
is made known, it produces, and actually has produced, the effect de- 
signed. For the preaching of the cross, the mere statement of what 
Christ has done and suffered for the salvation of men, has impressed 
and converted all the nations which have been favoured with it. And 
the truly pious, in all ages of the church, though differing greatly in 
their conceptions of the nature and operations of Christ’s sacrifice, 
have united in admiring the wisdom of this plan of redemption. They 
have felt that it displayed—though unable perhaps to tell how— 
the righteousness as well as the goodness of God. It has actually 
led them to new and adoring views of the divine Being; and has 
caused them to feel, that this way of salvation exhibited to them the 
most constraining motives to forsake iniquity and return to the love 
and service of their Maker.” p. 27. 

That this is true of the doctrine of atonement is readily admitted. 
But the question returns.; Is it not true of that view of the atone- 
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ment which represents the Saviour as the sponsor of sinners, and as 
suffering in their stead? And again; Is it true, to any very conside- 
rable extent, of that particular view of it, which excludes the idea of 
satisfaction for sins, and rejects the vicarious character of his suffer- 
ings? Nay, is it not the very idea that Christ suffered the penalty 
that was due: to sinners, which has ever given the greatest pungency 
and effect to the preaching of the cross? We are aware of the fal- 
lacy of arguing abstractly points, which, after all, must be settled by 
observation and experience. But, as the author’s statement of the 
doctrine in question appears to us to fall short of the truth, we can- 
not but think, that preaching it in this defective form would tend to 
weaken the power of the gospel on the hearts of men. 

lt may be a matter of surprise to some, that, notwithstanding all 
the precautions of the founders of the seminary at Andover to per- 
petuate their own views of Christian doetrine, by creeds, by articles, 
and by subscription, in the short space of less than twenty years, 
some points of their faith should have been newly modified, others 
silently dropped, and not a few openly and zealously assailed by the 
instructers and professors of the institution. Does all this change occur 
only in the course of a general and progressive improvement, or does 
it arise from a tendency in the buman heart of a far more questiona- 
ble nature? ‘The fact is one among many which go to show the in- 
competency of articles alone, to guard against the encroachments of 
errour, and fluctuations of opinion. Being convinced, as we are, that 
we are chiefly indebted, under God, to our form of Common Prayer 
for the doctrinal purity of our own Church, we are not surprised at 
sudden changes in the religious sentiments of those people, whose 
publick prayers are as variable as the private opinions of individuals. 
It the benefactors of the institution at Andover, together with their 
munificent legacies, so strictly guarded by conditions of faith, bad 
bequeathed to its members a scriptural liturgy, by which the best ex- 


ercises of every devout heart might flow in the same continued chan- . 


nel; by which, pious spirits in their most susceptible moments might 
be formed to one mould, and acquire a uniform habit of devotional 
feeling, they would then have done all that could be done, to guard 
against the tendency of the human heart to errour and schism. 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 72.) 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Tue diocese of Pennsylvania consists at present of the bishop, 
twenty-nine presbyters, four deacons, and forty-four congregations, 
Since the last stated general convention, the following persons have 
been admitted, by the bishop of this diocese, to the holy order of dea- 
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cons :-- Charles P. M‘Ilvaine, (since removed to the diocese of Mary- 
land,) Joseph Jaquett, Thomas H. Taylor, (under letters dimissory 
from the bishop of South Carolina,) Peter Van Pelt, jun. (since re- 
moved to South Carolina,) and Richard U. Morgan ---5. 

Within the same period, the following deacons have been ordered 
priests : :—The Rev. Charles G. Snowden, the Rev. John Rodney 
jun. the Rev. William A. Mublenberg, the Rev. Samuel C. Brinckle, 
the Rev. Manning B. Roche, the Rev. William Thompson, the Rev. 
Peter Van Pelt, jun. (under letters dimissory from the bishop of 
South Carolina,) and the Rev. Joseph Jaquett.—8 

The following clergymen have taken charge of the parishes annex- 
ed to their respective names :—The Rev. William A. Mublenberg, 
associate rector of St. James’s, Lancaster, and St. John’s, Pequea ; 
the Rev. Jehu C. Clay, rector of St. James’s, Perkiomen, and St. 
John’s, Norristown ; the Rev. Benjamin Allen, from Virginia, rector 
of St. Paul's, Philadelphia; the Rev. William Thompson, from New 
York, rector of Trinity church, Pittsburg; the Rev. William H. 
De Lancey, from New York, an assistant minister of Christ church, 
St. Peter’s, and St. James's, Philadelphia ; the Rev. Moses P. Bennet, 
from Connecticut, minister of Christ church, Greenburg, the Rev. Sam- 
uel Sitgreaves, jun. minister of St. Stephen’s church, Wilkesbarre ; 
the Rev. Richard U. Morgan, rector of St. Paul’s, Chester, and St. Mar- 
tin’s, Mareus Hook ; the Rev, Joseph Jaquett, minister of St. James’s, 
Bristol ; the Rev. Joseph Spencer, rector of St. John’s, Carlisle ; 
the Rev. James Montgomery, rector of St. Stephen’ 8, Philadelphia ; ; 
the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, rector of St. Andrew’s, Philadelphia ; 
and the Rev. John P. Bausman, jun., from Maryland, minister of the 
churches in Fayette county. 

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Hutchins has returned from Barbadoes, and 
resides in Philadelphia. The Rev. Dr. Wilson is professor of syste- 
matick theology in the General Seminary. The Rev. Joseph Spencer 
is professor of languages in Dickinson college, Carlisle. ‘The Rev. 
Norman Nash is at present ofliciating at Huntingdon and its neighbour- 
hood. 

There are ten candidates for holy orders. Several young men are 
preparing to become candidates. 

This diocese has been deprived by death of the Rev. Joseph Tur- 
ner, the Rey. Slator Clay, the Rev. George Woodruff, and the Rev. 
Elijah G. Plumb. 

CharlesG Snowden, and Manning B. Roche, formerly presbyters 
of this Church, have been displaced from the ministry, agreeably to 
the provisions of the seventh canon of 1820 

There have been duly organized in this diocese, and received into 
union with its convention, St. Stephen's church, Wilkesbarre ; Trin- 
ity church, Southwark; St. Mark’s church, Mantua; St. Stephen’s 
church, Philadelphia ; St. Andrew’s church, Philadelphia ; and Christ 
church, Greensburg.—6. 

The following churches have been consecrated by the bishop :—St. 
James’s church, Lancaster; Trinity church, Easton; St. Mark’s 
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church, Mantua; Trinity church, Southwark; and St. Stephen's 
church, Philadelphia. —5. 

Confirmation has been administered in the following churches :—St. 
John’s church, New London ; St. David's, Radnor; St. James’s, Lan- 
caster ; Christ church, Leacock ; St. John’s, Pequea ; Trinity church, 
Easton; St. John’s, Carlisle; Christ church, Adams county; St. 
John’s, York ; St. John’s, Norristown ; Trinity church, Southwark ; 
All Saints’ church, Lower Dublin ; Trinity church, Oxford ; St. Ma- 
ry’s, Chester county ; Bangor church, Churchtown; and in several 
churches in the city of Philadelphia. The number confirmed was 
618. 

The number of baptisms reported since the last general convention 
is 1591, of whom 196 were adults. The number of communicants 
reported to the last diocesan convention is 1606. Sunday schools 
exist in many of the parishes, and are flourishing. Their effects have 
been highly beneficial both upon pupils and teachers. 1587 scholars 
were reported from 11 congregations. Bible classes have been es- 
tablished in some parishes, and have been found bighly advantageous. 

In consequence of the exertions of some respectable Jadies of the 
city of Philadelphia, a scholarship bas been established in the The- 
ological Seminary by the deposit of $2500 in its treasury. In aid 
of the same institution, a board of agents, established in Philadelphia, 
has collected $1500. 

The Church in this diocese bas exhibited much interest in the con- 
cerns of the Domestick and Foreign Missionary Society. Several pub- 
lick meetings were held in Philadelphia to promote its important objects. 
Eight auxiliary societies have been organized Some of the clergy 
have been made patrons by the female members of their congrega- 
tions. The treasurer’s statement shows that in Pennsylvania there 
are 15 patrons, 9 life subscribers, and 71 annual subscribers. 

The interest thus exhibited in the cause of this institution, has not, 
and, it is trusted, will not, affect the concerns of those societies which 
have been established to promote the welfare of the Church within 
the bounds of the diocese. The Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity continues its useful labours. Eight clergymen have acted 
as its missionaries, or have been assisted from its funds, while they 
were endeavouring to build up infant churches. Three missionaries 
are now in their employ, and they are anxious to obtain some more. 
They are in possession of the stereotype plates from which the stan- 
dard edition of the Book of Common Prayer, authorized by the last gen- 
eral convention, is published. This society, and the Pilmore Socie- 
ty of St. Paul’s, Philadelphia, recently established, have aided six 
young men in their preparation for the minisiry. Tracts, homilies, 
and well selected books for Sunday schools, are published and dis- 
tributed by societies formed for the purpose. The Episcopal fund is 
increasing in a manner highly gratifying to all the members of the 
Church. The resources of the corporation for the relief of widows and 
orphans of clergymen, are quite extensive ; they exceed $30,000. The 
venerable bishop of the diocese still continues at the head of the first 














1824.j Relig. Intell —General Convention. 10% 


bible society ever formed in America. The annual meeting of the 
convention has been altered of late on purpose that it may not inter- 
fere with the anniversary of the bible society of Philadelphia. 

In consequence of a resojution of the convention of 1822, the great- 
er part of the clergy have devoted a portion of their time to vacant 
congregations, and to those vicinities where hopes are entertained 
that churches may be established. The result has been considered 
highly useful. At comparatively a very small expense, about 40 Sun- 
days have been devoted to missionary labour, and a proportionable 
number of sermons have been preached. 

DeLawake. 

The diocese of Delaware continues nearly in the same state it was 
at the meeting of the last general convention, with the exception of 
some improvements in repairing and building churches. ‘There are 
14 churches in this state, mostly in good repair. Nine of which are 
under the pastoral care of the three clergymen resident in the state. 

Immanuel’s church, at New Castle, has been rebuilt, and orna- 
mented with an elegant steeple. This was effected by the well di- 
rected effort of a small number of families. ‘This church was conse- 
crated last fall by the Right Rev. Bishop White. St. James’s parish, 
near Stanton, are building a commodious church ; and some improve- 
ments have lately been made in some of the churches in other parts 
of the diocese ; and we discover an increasing desire for the prosperity 
of our venerable and apostolick Church in this state : and it appears to 
us that a great and effectual door is now open in this diocese, for the 
most zealous labours of Christian missionaries ; and the most sanguine 
hopes are entertained that one united effort will be made to rescue this 
branch of our venerable Church from final ruin. Although a gleam of 
hope beams upon the Church in this state, yet its condition is still de- 
plorable, and speaks to the general Church in the language of suppli- 
cation, and seems to say, Come over and help us—help us to rescue 
this once important part of our Church from final ruin. And may we 
not indulge the hope that the time is not far distant, when, under the 
blessing of the great Head of the church, the united efforts of the clergy 
an laity will produce a general reformation, and evangelical piety 
will spread its benign influence to every part of this diocese ; and the 
primitive and interesting service of our Church be duly performed in 
every congregation ! 

There are in the state three officiating clergymen, and about three 
«hundred and fifty communicants. The canons and rubricks of the 
Church are in most respects generally observed ; and there ‘is in some 
parts of the state a growing attachment to the liturgy of the Church. 

MaryLanp. 


Since the meeting of the last general convention, the prosperity of 


the Church in this diocese has been steadily progressive. The number 
of communicants has considerably multiplied ; and in general there is 
an increasing attention, among the different congregations, to the ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, and a continued call for the labours of devoted 
ministers, From the address of the Right Rev. Bishop to the clergy 
and laity assembled in the last convention, the following paragraph it 
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anextract: ‘‘ When I look back to the depressed state of the Church 
at the time I entered the holy ministry, and contrast that state with 
the present appearances, my heart expands with joy, and I am com- 
pletely confirmed in the belief, that to extend the limits and the in- 
fluence of this truly apostolick Church, nothing is wanting but a suffi- 
cient supply of well educated and faithful ministers.” 

Deeply impressed with a conviction of this truth, the convention 
had, for some time past, been anxious to place within immediate 
reach, such facilities as might encourage the efforts of those young men 
who are solicitous of being duly prepared for the high and responsi- 
ble office of the gospel ministry. At their last meeting, in 1822, the 
following proposal was brought before them: ‘* Resolved, that it is 
now expedient, in reliance on the blessing of God for success, to es- 
tablish a local theological seminary.” This resolution as appears 
from the recorded votes, was adopted by a very large and respectable 
majority of both orders. On this measure, some diversity of senti- 
ment has existed. ‘The house of clerical and lay deputies refrain 
from the expression of any opinion on the merits of this measure. To 
the bishop of the diocese, it may be deemed due to state, that this act 
of the convention has met with his decided disapprobation and strenu- 
ous opposition. ‘The progress and influence of this institution are now 
in experiment. 

At the same convention it was also resolved to establish a diocesan 
missionary society for the state of Maryland, auxiliary to the Domestick 
and Foreign Missionary Society ot the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States. A constitution was adopted, and a board of mana- 
gers elected, of which the bishop is, ex officio, the president. Those 
societies which had been previously established, continue their ope- 
rations with encouraging success. ‘The Prayer Book and Homily So- 
ciety, especially, promises much aid to tbe general interests of the 
Church, and great utility to its individual members. On the whole, 
the members of the diocese have reason to be thankful to the great 
Head of the church, and to rejoice in those tokens for good which 
they have been privileged to receive. 

VirGinia. 

No material alteration has taken place in the condition and charac- 
ter of this Church since the last report. The number of its ministers 
had increased until the last year, when, by deaths and removals, it 
was reduced to the number reported to the last triennial convention, 
Some valuable ministers have been lost to the state by reason of the 
great difficulty of procuring a support for them in these times of un- 
paralled pecuniary embarassment. 

Since the last triennial convention, a measure, which had long been 
deemed of high importance to the interests of the Church in Virginia, 
has been pressed on the attention of its members: to wit, the estab- 
lishment of a theological school in some suitable situation within the 
diocese. It has pleased a gracious Providence so to bless the endeav- 
ours, that the sum of $14.000 has been subscribed, a considerable part 
already paid, and a good prospect held out of ultimate success. The 
fund for the support of the bishop is still gradually increasing. 
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As to the spiritual condition of the Church, to which all outward 
means are intended to be subservient, it is hoped and believed that its 
ministers faithfully declare the whole council of God, and that just 
views of religion prevail among the congregations committed to their 
care. God continues to be gracious in the giftof his Holy Spirit, and 
considerable additions are made to the Church of such as, it is hoped, 
shall be saved. It is particularly worthy of grateful acknowledg- 
ment, that an unusual display of the power of religion has of late been 
witnessed in the town of Fredericksburg. The hearts of many have 
been most deeply affected with a sense of their lost condition, by na- 
ture and practice ; they have earnestly inquired ‘ what shall we do 
to be saved;”’ they have attended anxiously upon the assemblies of 
God’s people ; from house to house, as well as in the publick temple, 
the life giving word has been preached to them, and importunate 
prayer offered up to the God of grace for their pardon and sanctifica- 
tion. The result has already been the conversion of a goodly nunber to 
the Lord who bought them—and a deep solemnity and anxious spirit 
of inquiry seems generally to pervade the congregation. 

Long may this happiness continue to the church of Fredericks- 
burg, and may all the churches of our land obtain the same blessing 
from the Lord. 

Norta Canouina. 

The prospects of the Church in this state are equally as bright and 
encouraging as they were represented to be in the general conventioa 
of 1826. Its renewal resembles indeed less the restoration of an old 
and decaying, than the healthful growth of a young and vigorous plant. 
This appears, not only from the rapid augmentation which has already 
taken place in its numbers, but from the principles of increase which 
it appears to possess within itself. Its present prosperity is visible in 
the addition to the numbers of its congregations and clergy, in the 
erection of new churches, in the increase of baptisms and communi- 
cants, in the greater zeal manifested for the fundamental doctrines, 
and correspondent practices, of our holy faith in general, and of the 
government and discipline of our Church in particular; also in the for- 
mation of bible, prayer book, missionary, and tract societies, and soci- 
eties for the encouragement of industry, and relief of indigence. 

There are at present twenty-five congregations in this state, being 
seventeen more than was reported at the general convention of 1820. 
Most of these, however, are small and but badly provided with minis- 
terial services. Some are attended by missionaries, at regular indeed, 
but jong intervals; while many have to depend entirely on the occa- 
sional visits of the parochial clergy. This want has been supplied as 
far as possible, by the appointment of lay readers. and much bene- 
fit has apparently resulted from the measure. Congregations have, in 
some instances, been saved in a good degree from dissolution ; great- 
er interest bas been produced for the cause of the gospel, and a better 
acquaintance contracted with the more common forms and ceremonies 
of the Church 

There are eight clergymen at present officiating in the state, viz. 
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The Rev. Adam Empie, St. James’s church, Wilmington ; the Rev. 
John Avery, St. Paul’s church, Edenton; the Rev. William Hooper, 
St. John’s church, Fayetteville ; the Rev. Richard S. Mason. Christ 
church, Newbern ; the Rev. William M. Green, St. John’s church, 
Williamsborough ; the Rev. R. J. Miller, Christ church, Rowan 
county ; the Rev. Thomas Wright, Caivary church, Wadesborough ; 
and the Rev. Robert Davis, missionary. Besides the duties rendered 
to the churches to which they are now particularly attached, 
the Rev. Messrs. Wright, Miller, and Green, perform missionary 
services in the congregations nearest the field of their regular 
labours. Completeness has recently been given to the organization of 
the Church in this diocese, by the election and consecration of the Rev. 
J. S. Ravenscrolt. as bishop thereof: an event which we hail with 
every demonstration of Christian joy ; and for which we are bound 
to render unfeigned thanks tu the great Head of the church ; an event 
which promises the most incalculable benefit to this portion of Christ’s 
kingdom. ihis diocese had, indeed, as far as it was practicable, 
been blessed with the counsel and fatherly care of the pious and dili- 
gent Bishop Moore, of Virginia; and deeply and gratefully sensible 
were ail of the importance and benefit of his labours. But his being 
resident in another diocese, and the multiplied concerns of that dio- 
cese rendering it impossible for him to pay such attention as was ne- 


cessary to this state, the election and consecration of a bishop was ea- 


gerly desired. And unanimously has that election, and most happily 
has that consecration, been effected. 

Since the last triennial convention, but three clergymen have remov- 
ed from the state:— The Rev. Gregory T Bedell, now rector of St. 
Andrew’s, Philadelphia; the Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves, who acted a 
short time as missionary, and is now in Pennsylvania ; and the Rev. 
Jobn Phillips, now in Virginia. The following ordinations have ta- 
ken place within the last three years :—Uhe Rev. William Green, and 
the Rev. Robert Davis, to the holy order of deacons; and the Rev. 
R. J. Miller, to the order both of priest and deacon, in the year 1821, 
In 1822, the Rev. William Hooper, the Rev. William M. Green, and 
the Rev. Thomas Wright, to the order of priests. The following per- 
sons are at present candidates for orders in this state :—Mr. George 
W. Freeman, of Warrenton; Mr. George W. Hathaway, of Wades- 
borough ; Mr. Moss, of Warrenton. 

The following are lay readers:—Mr. George W. Hathaway, 
Wadesborough ; Mr. Walker Anderson, St. Mary’s chapel, Orange 
county; Mr. Ichabod Wetmore, St. Matthew’s church, Renston ; 
Mr. James Marsh, St. Thomas’s, Bath; Mr. Jarvis B. Buxton, Zion 
church, Beaufort county. 

A neat and commodious church has been erected at Warrenton ; 
gne is in rapid progress at Washington, and a very elegant one is nearly 
completed at Newbern. The church at Williamsborough has been thor- 
oughly repaired ; and the attention of the congregations in general 
seems to be turned to the erection of new or the reparation of de 
cayed, places of worship. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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